Catholics around the World Support the Use of Condoms to Prevent HIV/AIDS
While it is well known that the Catholic hierarchy preaches and lobbies
against the use of condoms to prevent HIV and AIDS—even when a
husband or wife is infected and wants to prevent transmission to their
partner—that is not the whole story on Catholics and safer sex.

Catholics for Choice conducted an international poll in five countries
on four continents to determine what Catholics think about the church
hierarchy’s teaching. The facts on this poster tell the story: Catholics
around the world overwhelmingly believe that the decision to use
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HIV/AIDS is a "disease of
young people" with half of the
5 million new infections each
year occurring among people
ages 15 to 24.
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condoms is prolife and that Catholic hospitals should be required to
provide them. Catholic people live in the real world. It is now time for
the hierarchy to lift the ban on condoms.
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A recent four-city study in
India found that while
almost 90% of the
HIV-positive women were
infected by their husbands,
they faced more stigma and
discrimination than men
and were often blamed
for their husbands’
illnesses.
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The questions
we asked Catholics
over 18 in Ghana,
Ireland, Mexico,
the Philippines, and
the United States
were as follows:
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Botswana lost approximately
17% of its health-care workforce due
to AIDS between 1999 and 2005.
There are 14,000 new
infections every day (95% in
developing countries).

Have you ever heard a
Catholic priest or bishop
speak in a sermon, in the
media, or some other way
against the use of condoms?
The percentage in the answer
represents the number of people
who heard church leaders speak
against the use of condoms.

50%

100%

70% of AIDS cases are in sub-Saharan Africa
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HIV prevalence among South African
teachers is 21% among those aged 25–34
and 13% among those aged 35–44.

The Catholic church prohibits Catholics
from using condoms for any reason,
including preventing HIV and AIDS.
Do you agree more that: The church
position on condoms is the right one and
should not be changed; or that the church
position on condoms is wrong and should
be changed?
The percentage in the answer represents the
number of people who think the church should
change its policy on condoms.

In developing countries, only
about 15% of those in need
are receiving anti-retrovirals,
while there is near universal
access in high-income
countries.
In Vietnam, a recent
assessment suggests that by
2007, HIV and AIDS may
absorb nearly 5% of all public
health spending, if spending
meets the level required to
provide a comprehensive
response to the epidemic.

In Swaziland, nearly 40% of pregnant
women are HIV-positive.
In six African countries (Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia,
South Africa, Swaziland and Zimbabwe), more than one
in five of all pregnant women have HIV.

Do you think Catholic hospitals
and clinics that the government
funds should be required to
include condoms as part of AIDS
prevention?
The percentage in the
answer represents the
number of people who
think Catholic hospitals
should provide
condoms.

Do you agree or disagree with this
statement: Using condoms is prolife
because it helps save lives by
preventing the spread of AIDS.
The percentage in the answer represents
the number of people who think condom
use is pro-life.
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