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CONSCIENCE
GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
Conscience is a quarterly newsjournal of Catholic opinion with a circulation of approximately
12,500, including policymakers, opinion-formers, progressive religious people—lay and clergy,
libraries and members of the media.

Focusing on ideas and values, Conscience presents an ethical discussion of reproductive rights and
choices, the role of women in society and the church, conscience and dissent in the church,
church-state issues, and social conditions and policies affecting women’s choices in childbearing
and childrearing.
The editor seeks manuscripts that will be of interest to concerned individuals of all
denominations, as well as to leaders in the fields of theology, ethics, and women’s studies.
Articles should be written for an educated audience that is diverse professionally, culturally, and
geographically.
Simultaneous submissions are acceptable, but writers should notify the editor at once when a
manuscript is accepted elsewhere. Likewise, we ask writers to notify other publications
considering the manuscript of any agreement to publish the article in Conscience. Some
previously published articles are accepted; all such submissions must include the original
publisher’s name and address.
Manuscripts accepted for publication are subject to editing for clarity and conformity with
Conscience style. Authors will generally receive an edited draft of the manuscript for evaluation
before it is typeset and will be asked to answer any editorial queries and return the manuscript
by a specified date. In the case of multiple authorship, one author should be designated as
correspondent.
Submission
Manuscripts should be submitted in Microsoft Word version 6.0/95 or higher, and may be
submitted on disk or via e-mail, but e-mail is preferable.
Length
Articles should be approximately 1,200 to 2,500 words; Conscience may run longer articles by
agreement with the editor. Book reviews should be 600 to 1,500 words, and letters to the editor
should be 100 to 350 words.
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Title Page
In addition to the title of the manuscript, the title page should include the author’s name,
academic or professional title and degree, current affiliation, complete address, phone number,
fax number, and e-mail address. For articles with multiple authorship, please provide complete
information for each author. If a specific bio is requested, please include it here.
Formatting
Submitted manuscripts should be double-spaced and use common system fonts such as Times
New Roman, Courier, or Arial. Formatting, such as bolding, italics, underlining, tabs, indents,
etc., should be kept to the minimum amount necessary to organize the text.
References
References should be numbered sequentially in the text, with full information for each citation.
CFC follows the Chicago Manual of Style, 14th Edition and the Associated Press Stylebook.
Illustrative Material
If permission to reproduce any illustration, photograph, or excerpt is needed, it is the
responsibility of the author to secure such permission. Written notice of the permission should be
included with the submission, or if the manuscript has been submitted via e-mail, sent via U.S.
mail with the title page of the article to be published in Conscience.
When graphs, illustrations, line drawings, or other figures accompany the manuscript, they
should be supplied as camera-ready art whenever possible. High-quality photographs that are
relevant to the manuscript may be submitted. Accompanying tables should be put at the end of
the manuscript, with a note in the text to show where they should appear in the published
version.
Copyright
Conscience reserves first international rights to all original material accepted for publication
unless otherwise specified. Thereafter, authors retain copyright of their work. Simultaneous
submissions are accepted, but upon notice of intent to publish in Conscience, authors are expected
to withdraw all simultaneous submissions
Compensation
CFC offers Conscience contributors five to ten copies of the issue in which their article appears;
additional copies are available upon request. Some articles are paid on publication; payment for
these is arranged on a case-by-case basis with standard rates of $75 for book reviews and $200 for
articles.
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